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1. Woodbury Goose Management Concerns  
 
1.1 Canada Goose Habitat Use and Population Estimate  
The City of Woodbury is a first-tier suburb east of St. Paul. Woodbury is home to over 75,000 residents 
and covers 36 square miles. Woodbury is a residential community with the predominate land use 
residential developments. Commercial centers, light industry and some agricultural land make up the 
remainder. Woodbury has an extensive park system (61 parks) and approximately 175 miles of trails 
adding to its appeal for residents. Due to the extensive residential development, it has approximately 
700 storm water holding ponds located throughout the city.  
 
Canada geese use various areas of Woodbury throughout the year. Nesting occurs on and adjacent to 
lakes, marshes, and ponds within the city. Adults with newly hatched broods tend to loaf and feed in the 
areas that provide grassy lawn turf and open water bodies. The predominance of storm water holding 
ponds adjacent to residential and commercial areas with maintained lawns provide excellent brood 
rearing habitat. By mid-summer geese tend to congregate in significant numbers at retail centers and 
golf courses. In fall and spring migratory geese will utilize these same areas along with agricultural lands 
within the city.  
 
The City has contracted for a consultant to conduct nest searching and egg addling to reduce goose 
production at some limited sites within the city in 2020 and 2021. Appendix A is the 2020 report 
summary. Based on this information it is estimated 50 nesting pairs of geese (100 geese) nest within 
Woodbury resulting in a summer population of 400 (adults and goslings) geese. Fall populations have 
not been estimated, but geese numbers do increase significantly in the fall due to migrating geese.  
 
1.2 Concentrated Habitat Use and Human Use Conflicts  
Canada geese cause concerns with fecal deposits on lawns and trails, aggressive behavior toward 
humans and pets, public safety concerns due to potential traffic accidents, and water quality issues 
associated with high e-coli counts.  
 
The primary areas of concern for geese in the summer are Eagle Valley Golf Course, the intersection of 
Radio Drive and Valley Creek Drive area, Tamarack Shopping Center (Radio Drive and Hudson Road), the 
intersection of Woodbury Drive and Commerce Drive area, and Coby Lake.  
 
Public safety related to traffic disruptions and potential accidents are of concern due to geese presence 
and crossing busy roadways. Geese crossing busy roadways has resulted in disruption of traffic flow and 
traffic accidents.  Although accident data related to goose/traffic conflicts are not tracked specifically, 
inquiries made with Woodbury Public Safety do support the ongoing presence of hazards created by 
conflicts between traffic and the City’s goose population. 
 
1.2.1 Proximity Sensitive areas  
In addition to the public and recreational spaces listed above there are schools, athletic fields, private 
golf courses, homeowner or homeowner associations that impacted by excessive numbers of geese. Fall 
and spring migration concentrations of non-resident geese can cause agricultural and turf management 
concerns.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
1.2.2 Water Quality Impacts (if applicable) 
Water samples are taken weekly with intermittent closures yearly due to E Coli.  Carver Park beach has 
been closed periodically due to presence of E-Coli.  Besides traffic and depredation issues, water quality 
impacts are legitimate concerns.  Water quality impacts are legitimate concerns related to Canada goose 
management. Canada geese are known to contribute to water pollution through feces, which contain 
high levels of nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus. When large numbers of geese congregate in 
an area, their feces can accumulate and create a buildup of these nutrients in the water, leading to algal 
blooms and other harmful water quality issues. 
 
In addition to nutrient pollution, Canada geese can also introduce harmful bacteria and pathogens into 
the water through their feces, which can be dangerous to both human and animal health. This is a 
particular concern in areas where people swim or engage in other water activities. 
 
To address these water quality concerns, wildlife managers often implement Canada goose 
management strategies, such as habitat modification, egg addling, and lethal control, to reduce the 
population of geese in an area and prevent the buildup of their feces. These strategies are aimed at 
achieving a balance between the ecological benefits that geese provide and the negative impacts they 
can have on the environment and human health. 
 
1.2.3 Water Quality Sampling (if applicable) 
Water samples are taken weekly with intermittent closures yearly due to E Coli.  
 

2. Canada Goose Management Recommendations 
 

2.1 Goals and Measures  
The goal of this plan is to identify and reduce conflicts with Canada geese within the city of Woodbury. 

The goal is not to eliminate geese from the city, but to reduce actual or potential conflicts within the 

city. To meet this goal, the city will implement an integrated management approach including habitat 

and population management to reduce conflicts. This approach will focus on existing, or potential areas 

of conflicts, and identifying techniques that can be taken based on the conflict. Annual records will be 

maintained to measure success and problems.  

2.2 Geographic Scope  
The City’s primary focus is on City properties (parks, trails, golf course), but it will encourage use of these 

techniques on private property as appropriate. This plan will also qualify private landowners to work 

with the City on goose management if they follow the techniques outlined in this plan.     

2.3 Management Techniques  

Management techniques for Canada geese conflicts falls into two major types or objectives of 

management, they include habitat management and population management.  

¶ Habitat management includes techniques to discourage or eliminate access or use of areas by 

geese. 

¶ Population management includes techniques to reduce or limit the growth of local goose 

populations.  



 

 

Habitat management techniques are only successful if alternative goose habitat is available. These 

techniques do not eliminate the potential conflicts it redirects geese to areas where the conflict is 

reduced or acceptable. Population management techniques are used to reduce the overall production of 

geese and/or reduce the local population of geese. To implement the goal of reducing conflicts through 

an integrated management approach, both types of management should be considered.  

2.3.1 Habitat Management    

¶ Landscaping to discourage goose access to an area by planting tall vegetative borders around 

ponds or edges of lawns.  

¶ Fencing to prevent or discourage access to an area. Fencing can include barrier fencing along 

with use of bird scare tape.  

¶ Hazing or harassment of geese using an area includes a person or a dog chasing geese and use of 

pyrotechnics where permitted.  

¶ Placement of predator decoys, noise making devices, flashing lights, and lasers to harass geese.  

¶ MN DNR (DNR) provides information on management of Canada geese for homeowners 

(Homeowners' Guide to Goose Problems (state.mn.us).  Another good reference publication is 

entitled “Managing Canada Geese in Urban Environments, A Technical Guide” This publication is 

available from Cornell University at, http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/66  

Further information on these techniques can be found in these resources and with consultation 

with DNR Wildlife Managers.  Implementation of any technique will have to meet local 

requirements, laws, and regulations. 

2.3.2 Population Management  
¶ Population management to reduce actual goose numbers in an area, includes egg treatment, 

summer trapping and removal, hazing, and hunting where permitted.  

¶ Egg treatment is a population control technique that reduces goose production by preventing 

goose eggs from hatching. It entails locating goose nests and either covering eggs with corn oil, 

puncturing, or shaking the eggs.   

¶ For further information on egg treatment see the USDA Publication canada_goose.pdf 

(usda.gov).  

¶ Summer removal is to be conducted in the summer, when the young geese have not gained 

flight feathers and the adults are molting their flight feathers preventing geese from flying.  

¶ During the timeframe (mid-June to mid-July) the geese are herded into a catch pen, captured, 

and removed from the area. Geese captured in the summer (per DNR Permit requirements) are 

processed for donation to local food shelfs and wildlife facilities whenever possible. The summer 

removal is conducted by goose management companies that have met DNR requirements and 

have the proper permits.  

¶ The use of population management techniques may raise public concerns, but it should be 

noted that the DNR (and other states) do not allow the relocation of Canada geese, due to 

Canada geese being abundant resulting in ongoing conflicts in other areas.  

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/backyard/privatelandhabitat/geese_control_homeowners.pdf
http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/66
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/downloads/canada_goose.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/downloads/canada_goose.pdf


 

 

¶ These population management techniques seldom eliminate all the geese from an area, but 

they do reduce the level of conflicts significantly. These techniques can reduce conflicts for the 

summer or several years depending on potential for other geese to move into the area.    

¶ Summer removal of Canada geese has been conducted in the Twin Cities since 1982 and an 

estimated 125,000 geese have been removed using this technique.  

¶ Lethal removal of geese by means of shooting geese on an occasional basis is a management 

option. This option can be used in conjunction with hazing of geese or for problematic goose or 

geese causing significant public safety issues.  

¶ MN DNR permits are required to conduct these population management techniques.  

¶ Hunting harvest of geese in the fall is an effective technique and is encouraged if permitted 

(firearms ordinances allow) in the area. Citizens are encouraged to visit the City’s website or City 

Code to confirm locations where this might be permissible. MN DNR provides enhanced seasons 

for Canada goose hunting throughout MN to maintain Canada goose population goals.  

 

2.3.3 Management Techniques to be Implemented.  

The city will continue its ongoing spring nest/egg treatment to reduce population growth as the need is 

determined.  Summer removal of geese is an option the City will consider for locations with high 

summer brood numbers and/or where potential public safety impacts, water quality (e coli), property 

damage or significant nuisance concerns.  Fall and spring migration is not of high concern currently but 

will be addressed as needed. The city may implement spring, summer, and fall Canada goose population 

surveys to provide ongoing measurements of goose numbers and effect of control methods. This plan 

can be updated to address any new goose conflicts, management techniques, or changes required.  

 

2.4 Public Information  
Informing the public and users about Canada goose management activities is an integral part of a 
successful goose management plan. Information and signage detailing some of the methods being used 
may be developed to provide users with background information. Signage or posted notices may be 
developed for certain activities. Additionally, individual users will be notified of pending activities that 
might be considered alarming had they not received prior notice and explanation. Based on the 
information provided, it appears that the purpose of the notification is to ensure that the individuals are 
aware of the activities and understand the reason for them. By providing prior notice and explanation, 
individuals may be less likely to be alarmed or concerned about the actions being taken. All persons 
performing management activities should provide users with accurate and thorough information about 
our goose management objectives and inform users how the management activity being conducted fits 
into the larger Canada goose management plan. Additionally, they must be able to provide a copy of the 
removal permit to all users upon request.  
 
Where possible and appropriate, individuals may be notified of pending activities that might be 
considered alarming had they not received prior notice and explanation. This helps to promote 
transparency and understanding of the reasons behind the activities, as well as to alleviate any concerns 
that individuals might have. Providing prior notice and explanation can also allow for individuals to take 
appropriate measures to minimize any potential impacts on themselves, such as temporarily relocating 
their pets or avoiding the areas being managed. This can help reduce any negative consequences of the 



 

 

activities for both residents and the geese population. However, it is important to note that the decision 
to provide prior notice and explanation should be carried out on a case by case basis, taking into 
consideration factors such as the urgency of the management activity, the potential impact on public 
safety, and any legal requirements or regulations that may apply. In some cases, it may not be possible 
or appropriate to provide prior notice and explanation due to these factors. 
 

2.5 Partner Relationships and Permit Requirements  
The city will cooperate with landowners, homeowner associations, local governmental agencies to 

address existing and potential goose conflicts. Woodbury will further consider a cost share option for 

private citizens and businesses as the plan becomes operational and effectiveness is quantified.  

Management techniques to be implemented will secure the necessary DNR permits prior to 
implementation. All management activities will be documented on the DNR Management Activity 
Tracking Form in Appendix B. and submitted to the area wildlife manager by September 10th of each 
year. The City will keep a copy of this on file to help facilitate future management activities that might 
need adjustments or improvements. 

 

2.6 City Code  

City Code, Sec. 16-52. - Hunting, fishing and molesting wildlife. 

(a) No person shall kill, hunt, trap, pursue, injure, molest or unnecessarily disturb or have in 

possession any species of wildlife, including birds, waterfowl, fish or other animals found 

within the confines of any public site or open space without the written permission of the 

director, except that fishing and hunting may be permitted in designated areas subject to laws 

and regulations established by the state. 

 

(b) No person shall rob, disturb or molest the nest, eggs or young of any birds, or other animals 

within the confines of any public site or open space without the written permission of the 

director or designee and subject to laws and regulations established by the state. 

2.7 City Contact  

Josh Kinney, PLA 

Parks Planner 

Joshua.kinney@woodburymn.gov 

612-387-6260 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Joshua.kinney@woodburymn.gov


 

 

Exhibit A. Map of Goose Conflict Areas in Woodbury MN.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Exhibit B. Woodbury Nest/Egg and Summer Survey Summary 2020  

Location  Nests  Eggs  Summer 
Geese 
Survey 
# 

Field Notes  Legal Address 

Woodbury/Tamarack 
Drive (Target/Sam’s)  

5 33 45  April 20, May 6 and 14.  
Noted dozen goslings at 
target pond on May 6/14, 
Nests in storm water along 
Woodbury, parking lot of 
Health East and behind 
Sam’s. 
 
Lots of sign but no geese 
seen on July 3. Recheck and 
45 seen on July 10.  

T28N 
R21W 
3 

600 
Woodbury 
Drive 

Tamarack Village 
Shopping Center  

1 7 14  April 20, May 6 and 14. April 
20 noted 6 pair on Verizon 
Pond, 2 pair by Wendy’s and 
4 pair by Tap Room, but no 
nests or nesting behavior. 
Just the one nest next Tap 
Room. May 6 pairs gone, 
destroy eggs next Tap Room 
 
No geese seen on July 10 
Rechecked and 13 seen on 
July 13  

T28N 
R21W  
4 

8278 
Tamarack 
Village 

Eagle Valley Golf 
Course 

0 0 60 April 20 and May 14. April 
20 counted 38 geese but no 
nests or nesting behavior.  
May 14, 58 adults and 25 
goslings (east of driving 
range) Again adults present 
but no nesting behavior.  
Assume most adults were 
non-breeders. 
 
July 3 seen 60 plus geese.  

T28N 
R21W 

2600 
Double 
Eagle Ln,  

Health East Sports 
Center 

0 0 0 May 6, no geese seen, and 
no nests found.  
 
July 3, no geese seen but 
noted sign near pond East of 
East Ridge HS.  

T28N 
R21W 

4125 
Radio Dr.  

       



 

 

Valley 
Creek/Radio/City 
Hall 

3 14 3 April 19, one nest at Vets 
Memorial but 20 other 
geese around City Hall, but 
no nesting behavior. Other 
pairs by Kwik trip and 
Library. 
May 6 one nest east on dike 
east of Associate Bank and 
noted 6 goslings library 
pond.  
 
July 10 sighted three geese 
NE quadrant, and again on 
July 13.   

T28N 
R21W 
16 
NW/NE 

8300 
Valley 
Creek 
Road 

Powers Lake Park 
and Lake  

0 0 0 No geese seen or any sign, 
lake has wooded open 
shoreline with trail making it 
poor goose nesting.  
 
June 11 no geese seen   

T28N 
R21W 

10000 
Brookview 
Rd 

Odawa Park 0 0 0 April 19 pair present but no 
nest, no geese or nesting on 
May 6 
 
July 11 no geese seen   

T28N 
R21W 

1270 
Parkwood 
Dr 

Shawnee Park/Battle 
Creek Lake                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

6 43 0 May 6 one depredated 
nests and one hatched nest 
but no goslings sighted.  All 
nests on island found on 
island. One nest had 11 eggs 
 
June 19 checked Battle 
Creek Lake by boat and no 
geese seen.  

T28N 
R21W 
6 
NW/NE 

6515 
Scheel 
Drive  

Coby 
Lake/Edgewater Park 

5 18 16 April 20 All nests located on 
East side of lake on wooded 
points.  
 
July 11 16 geese seen  

T28N 
R21W 
15 SE 

3100 
Edgewater 
Drive 

Totals  20 115 138    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Exhibit B. Woodbury Nest/Egg and Summer Survey Summary 2021  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Exhibit B. Woodbury Nest/Egg and Summer Survey Summary 2022  

 
 
 

 

 

Exhibit C: MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY DOCUMENTATION FORM 

DATE Time Name Activity/Method Location Notes 

      

      



 

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 


